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In the March 1916 issue of the Philippine Review (Revista Filipina), Tarcila 

Malabanan’s “The Filipina Woman from the Public Schools” was published which 

detailed a Filipina’s sentiments on co-education, Americanization, marriage, and 

womanliness. It was one of the goals of the Review that year, which began in their 

February issue, to publish pictures and literary contributions of Filipina women to 

give recognition to them—to “their mentality and possibilities.” A graduate of the 

University of the Philippines with a Bachelor of Arts degree, Malabanan, who herself 

experienced public education, emphasized in her article the evolving mindset, 

expanding abilities, and ongoing challenges encountered by her fellow Filipina 

women who were also products of public education.1 

 

Coming from the decades-long education system ran by the Spaniards, it 

caused a divide amongst Filipinos on where they will send their daughters for 

education when the Americans introduced public schools: “Should the Filipina 

woman continue to receive education in convents and other private schools, or 

should she be educated alongside her brother in public schools?”2 Filipino parents 

and even students were ridden with anxiety with the idea of co-education. The 

effects of a religious and patriarchal system of education, deeply ingrained in the 

gears of long-standing social inequality, are evident and pervasive in the country. 

 

Malabanan emphasized the significant impact of a woman's education in a 

public school, going beyond mere learning and book knowledge. The young Filipina 

woman has regular interactions with young men from her educational background, 

enabling her to relate to them as peers and equals, rather than being scared by them 

or adopting a conventional facade of timidity and deceit towards them. She has the 

opportunity to have a deeper understanding of men's traits and peculiarities from a 

thoughtful perspective. Public education has a profound impact on shaping her 

2 Ibid. 
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mindset, instilling in her the understanding that she has the inherent right to think 

freely, express her thoughts openly, take independent actions, and explore new and 

unconventional ideas. Such interactions and character development are crucial, as 

Malabanan emphasized, particularly when considering the number of marriages that 

have been arranged solely based on sentimentality and little to no familiarity.  

 

Malabanan noted that since public schools were introduced and women were 

allowed to take higher courses, the marriage age has increased, reducing the rate of 

early marriages. A young woman who is determined to finish her course does not 

consider marriage until afterward. If she is well-educated, she will likely choose 

someone with at least as much education as she does, someone she can 

understand and who she can be, not just a wife, but also a friend and companion. 

Her public education has also empowered her to be economically independent, 

allowing her to rely on herself rather than feeling the need to marry for financial 

support. 

 

Some people also criticized the open-mindedness towards new ideas 

displayed by Filipina women from public schools, claiming that they are being 

Americanized. Malabanan questioned the double standards on women. The 

government's efforts to transform the Philippines into a modern and forward-thinking 

nation are highly praised and backed by the Filipino population. So, why is it that 

there are still many who desire and strive to maintain the Filipina woman in an 

educational and training environment reminiscent of the medieval era. “Why should 

not women embrace modernity as well?” 3 

 

Another point touched is Filipino woman’s womanliness. The young woman 

studying in the public schools has frequently faced criticism for not conforming to 

traditional gender expectations. So Malabanan queried, “What is womanliness?” “Is it 

the combination of traits innate in the sex?”4 Is it a set of societal expectations that 

women are encouraged to follow due to the influence of their predecessors? If we 

embrace the latter perspective, Malabanan argues that the concept of womanliness 

4 Ibid. 
3 Tarcila Malabanan, “The Filipina Woman from the Public Schools,” 77. 

 



 

then becomes subjective and its interpretation evolves alongside the progression of 

society. 

 

To claim that public school women have lost their true womanliness due to her 

education and love of learning is absurd. Malabanan declares that her extensive 

education has helped her recognize her true calling and mission in life. She says that 

a woman's true sphere can indeed be the house—but it should be a home with a 

warm and intellectually stimulating environment that fosters deep connections and 

love. 

 

Malabanan's article is a heartfelt tribute to both the women of her time and the 

present generation of Filipina women who continue to face societal expectations and 

unfair judgments regarding their roles. She wrote the piece during the time when the 

society has started viewing the Filipina not just the ““mistress of her house,” a 

woman restricted to her household with no other companionship other than her 

family,”5 but as an individual of her own, capable of dreaming a life that is beyond the 

conventions built by the Spanish period. Other authors6, particularly those from The 

Philippine Review, share a similar viewpoint, asserting that women have a strong 

desire for education and should have access to a wide range of training opportunities 

that align with their abilities. Overall, this article showcases the growing voice of 

Filipina women, advocating not only for expanded educational opportunities but also 

for a greater role in society.  

 

6 Ibid., 70-72. 
 
 
 
 
 

5 C.F. Calderon, “The Filipina Woman,” The Philippine Review 1, no.3 (1916):71. 
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